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Washington, Saturday, December 7, 1946

EXECUTIVE ORDER 9808
Establishing the President's Committee on Civil Rights

Whersas the preservation of civil rights guaranteed bty the Congtitution is
essential to domestic tranquility, national security, the general welfare, and
the continued existence of our free institutions; and

¥hareas the action of individuals who take the law into their own hands and
inflict summary punishument and wreak personal vengeance is subversive of oupr
democratic aystem of law enforcement and public criminal justice, and gravely
threatens our form of government; and

Whereas it is essential that il possible steps be taken to safeguard our
civil righte:

liow, Therefore, by virtus of the authority vested in me as President of the
United States by the Constitution and the statutes of the United States, it is
hershy ordered ss follows:

1. There is herely created s committes to be known as the President's
Committee on Civil Righta, which shall be composed of the followingenamed name
bers, who shall serve without compensation:

¥r. Charles E. Wilson, Chalrman; lrs. Sadie T. Alexander; Mr. James H. Carey;
¥r, John S« Dickey; Mr. Morris L. Ernst; Rabbi Roland . Gittelschn; Dr. Frank P.
Orabam; The Most Reverend Franciz J. Hass; ¥r. Charles Luckman; Mr. Francis P.
Matthews; Mr. Franklin D, Roosevelt,Jr.; The Right Reverend Henry Enox Sherrill;
¥r. Boris Shishldns ¥rs. ¥. E. 'Z‘illey; Hr. Chamning He Toblas.

2, The Comxitlee 1s authorized on behalf of the Presidént to inguire into
and to determine whether and in what respect currsnt law-enforcement measures
and the authority and means possessed by Federal, State, and local governments
nay be strengthened and Improved to safeguard the civil rights of the pecple.

3+ 411 sxsoutive departments and agencies of the Federal Oovernment are gu-
thorised and dirscted toc cooperate with the Committee in its work, and to furmish
the Copmittes such informatlon or the services of such persons as the Committee
may require in the performance of its duties.

Le Wnen requested by the Committee %o do so, persons employed In any of the
executive departwents and agencles of the Federal Government shall testify be~
fore the Committeo and shall make availsble for the use of the Cormittee such
documents and other information as the Committee may requirs.

5« Tne Committee shsll make a report of its studles to the President in
writing, and shall in particular make reconmendations with respect to the
adoption or establishment, by legislation or cther-sise, of more adequate and
effective means and procedures for the protection of the civil rights of the
people of the United States.

&+ Upon rendition of its report to the President, the Committee shall
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cease Yo exist, unless otherwise determined by further Executive order.
Haxry S. Truvmsn

The White House,
Dscexbar 5, 1946

{?t Be Doce 1}6"‘21381_; Filed, Dec. 6, 19}-&65&
I1sk6 5e me 5

Approved For Release 2000/08/25 : CIA-RDP57-00384R001000020017-3



